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all the forces of the country, with the Governor of
Canada, had repaired in june—nearly one hundred
Iroquois, who came unarmed, with their principal
chiefs, to see our governor; meanwhile their little
army remained 2 leagues away, firmly resolved to
avenge their people if they were maltreated. Their
desire to get back their compatriots, who had been
treacherously put into irons and taken to the galleys
in france, as I have said above, caused them to take
this measure, and risk themselves upon the word of
the governor and ours. They were well received,
and even feasted. They reproached us with our
bad faith, and said that, if we again failed to keep a
promise to them when they placed themselves in
our power, as they were now doing, their people
would know very well how to avenge it. They
were reassured in every way that could remove from
them any distrust whatever. They even promised
to make the cantons of the Iroquois who were
farthest away consent to the peace; and assured us
that, if we would promise them safety to return and
bring news from their people, they would show
clearly how good their intentions were. Two months
after this parley, which procured us a truce, the
Iroquois did really send back four of their people to
let the french know the satisfactory result of their
negotiation; but those men unfortunately were assas-
sinated, while on the way, by some of our allied
savages who did not wish us to make peace with the
Iroquois, in order that the brunt of the war should
fall upon us rather than upon them.® This wicked
action — which these perfidious people imputed to
us; and which, they informed the Iroquois, was done
only at our solicitation — rekindled the war; and, as



